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F O R E W O R D 

One hundred and one years after the Zionists first announced their claim 
to Palestine, and 50 years after the establishment of the State of Israel, the 
Palestinians are further away than ever before from having their own State 
within the borders of 1967. What was inscribed deep in the memory of 
Ibis people as a catastrophe represented for the Jews the fulfillment of 
their desires. Moreover, the peace process that was initiated with the 
signing of the Declaration of Principles (DoP) in September 1993 has time 
and time again proven itself, as far as the Palestinians are concerned, to be 
a continuation of the occupation disguised in a legalistic cloak. At the 
beginning of 1994, such a notion would have been considered unfounded; 
since then, the realities on the ground have confirmed its validity. 

Israel, as it celebrates the 50* anniversary of its establishment, is a coun-
try divided and torn apart by contradictions and self-doubts. It has failed 
to define in a clear manner its external borders, and it still has no consti-
lution. In addition, it faces the worst legitimacy and identity crisis of its 
entire history. The 'spiritualization' of politics is destroying the secular 
State raison, and the current Israeli government has virtually declared war 
on Zionism in its original form, while many Israelis fear for their very 
existence and suffer from doubts conceming Zionism, disappointment and 
resignation. Moreover, the country has lost its external enemy, responsi-
ble in the past for guaranteeing interrial unity, and the partial 'de-demoni-
zation' of the Palestinians by the peace process has brought the social 
tensions that have always existed to the surface with gaps between the 
Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews, the religious and secular, and the 'Right' and 
'Left', as well as between Zionists and post-Zionists, now clearly visible. 

Most Germans experience problems in looking at Israeli policies objec-
tively for historical reasons connected to the Holocaust, but the fact re-
mains: the Israeli Government bears responsibility for the violations un
der International Law that Palestinians continue to face. Both Israeli Jews 
and Palestinians would benefit were German to establish normal diplo-
matic relations with bofh. A precondition for fhis, however, is a fhorough 
analysis of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in which the peace process, 
democracy and the Status of human rights in both societies, in addition to 
their respective foreign policy goals, are all demystified. 
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Fifty years after its foundation, Israel faces two alternatives: Western de
mocracy or a Halachic God-state. History shows Israel not only as a 'vic-
tim' of 'Arab aggression', but also as a State intent on following its own 
hegemonic goals. Palestine, meanwhile, must decide between continuous 
Israeli occupation, its own dictatorship, and Western-oriented civil Soci
ety. Now at the lowest point in their history, the Palestinians have ob-
tained neither domestic nor foreign policy sovereignty, and the world re-
mains silent while Palestinians in both Israel and the autonomous areas 
are tortured for the sake of 'peace'. In short, both the Israelis and Pales
tinians are still far away from recognizing the legitimate and political rights 
of the other party and from achieving the goal - "to live in peaceful coex-
istence and mutual dignity and security" - mentioned in the Oslo Accords. 

The author thanks all those who granted him interviews. Special thanks 
go to the Aufbau Verlag [the Aufbau Verlag Publishing house], which has 
supported the project in many respects. 
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